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Bob Haugen and Vincent Bartalone inspect buses in Atlantic City, (See story page 3.) 
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Short Takes 


Annual ASPA symposium 
set for April 1 in Trenton 


“Challenges for Public Administrators” is the theme 
of this year’s day-long New Jersey symposium to be 
held in the Capitol Plaza, Trenton, April 1. It is sponsor- 
ed by the state chapter of the American Society of 
Public Administrators (ASPA). 

DOTers will lead the workshop entitled “Managerial 
Concerns in the Human Resources Area” following the 
opening sessions. Assessment center director Dawn 
Landacre will moderate the panel which includes 
Charles Edson, chief engineer, construction and main- 
tenance. . 

Further information is available by calling registration 
chairman Thomas Bush at 609-292-4724. 


New parking rules 
go into effect soon 


Headquarters personnel are being assigned new 
parking areas based on their work location. Color- 
coded stickers are being distributed to all by central 
services. The regulations were implemented in antici- 
pation of the completion of the new Annex II building, 
the seven-story office building behind the present 
headquarters building. Visitors are required to register 
with the receptionist in the main lobby and must park 
in designated visitor areas. 


Maintenance problems? 


Headquarters employees wishing to report electrical, 
plumbing or building maintenance problems are asked 
to contact the receptionist in the main lobby at 
530-2001. 


‘Thieves’ hit cafeteria 


One morning sweep of offices in the DOT Head- 
quarters basement netted cafeteria manager Madeline 
Salvatore 18 trays which employees had secreted out 
of the cafeteria. 

“We are happy to provide lightweight plastic trays for 
those who prefer to carry their lunch outside the 
cafeteria itself,” she said. “But removal of the larger 
trays means that employees who wish to have a large 
lunch in the cafeteria are inconvenienced because we 
run out of the heavier trays.” 

Salvatore said that cafeteria staff finds trays all over 
the Headquarters Complex—even in rest rooms. They 
will continue to spot-check offices on all floors of the 
Headquarters building and encourage employees to 
use the small yellow trays to transport their food outside 
the cafeteria. 


Trenton DOTers survive changeover 


It is ironic that the person who probably committed 
most Trenton area telephone numbers to memory is the 
very person who was the Department's liaison to “cut- 
ting over” to Centrex 3, a new generation of New Jersey 
Bell phone service and numbers. 

Ron Raymond, Telecommunications Analyst Ill for 
the Records and Services Bureau in the Division of 
Central Services, was the DOT link. 

Centrex is the acronym for Bell’s Central Office Pri- 
vate Branch Exchange. The changeover was triggered 
by a proposal by the state Office of Telecommunica- 
tions and Information Services (OTIS) to reduce the 
state phone bill by reducing the mileage of phone lines 
connecting to the Trenton Central exchange. The 
change required the state numbers for Ewing to be 
changed from 292-, 984-, and 633- to 530-. 

“When the Department changed to Centrex 2 in 1978, 
the impact on employees was far greater,” Raymond 
recalled. “At that time, people had to convert from ro- 
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TOP: Ron Raymond was the Department's liaison with 
NJ Bell during the phone changeover in the Head- 
quarters Complex. He’s in the area which houses the 
main connector lines to the Centrex station in Ewing. 
BOTTOM: Sheree Davis of Records and Services up- 
dates the new phone directory on the computer. 
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Rte. 1 overpass project gets underway 


The long-awaited $26 million Route 1-Quakerbridge Road improvement got underway in February. The project 
involves the construction of an overpass which will channel Quakerbridge Road traffic over Rte. 1. Participating 
in the groundbreaking ceremony were Carolyn Bronson, Deputy Mayor, West Windsor; DOT Commissioner Roger 
A. Bodman; Governor Thomas H. Kean; Mercer County Executive Bill Mathesius; and Mayor Carl R. Kreger of 
Lawrence Twp. Walter Rand, Chairman of the Senate Transportation Committee, looks on. 


NJDOT to host 62nd NASHTO meeting 


The New Jersey Department of Transportation will 
host the 62nd annual conference of the Northeast As- 
sociation of State Highway and Transportation (NASH- 
TO) officials April 13-16 at the Trump Casino Hotel in 
Atlantic City. 

Transportation officials and representatives of pri- 
vate companies from the 13 states, Canadian provinces 
and Puerto Rico who make up the NASHTO group are 
expected to attend the regional meetings and technical 
workshops. 

Highlighting the events wi!l be guest speakers includ- 
ing US Senator Frank R. Lautenberg and Governor 
Thomas H. Kean, Commissioner Roger A. Bodman, 
Federal Highway Administrator R.A. Barnhart, AASHTO 
President Thomas O. Larson and Atlantic City Major 
James L. Usry. Fred Salvucci of Massachusetts, NASH- 
TO’s president, will preside. 

This year’s technical panels will take place on Tues- 
day and Wednesday. Their topics include federal pro- 
grams, growth areas, traffic, finance, hazardous waste, 


tary phones to push buttons with features like ‘pound- 
ing,’ ‘searching,’ ‘conference calls,’ etc. This time 
around, the only thing people will have to relearn is 
everyone’s phone number.” 

Raymond’s changeover chores started in November. 
He supervised the review of each phone station number 
and person which was done by five NJ Bell coordi- 
nators, a task which took three weeks to complete. 
“Hunting” and call “pick-up” groups were also iden- 
tified at this time. The phone company took this list and 
began assigning new 530- numbers to each for entry 
into their computers. 

The first planned “cut over’ was aborted. Work 
started on Friday, February 18, after 5:30 pm. NJ Bell 
crews worked 24-hour shifts through Sunday on the 
painstaking task of cutting each individual phone 
number off the Trenton line and into the Ewing line. By 
Sunday night it was evident that there was trouble with 
the main computer and the phones were recut back to 
the Centrex 2 lines. On Monday morning there were 
some residual problems to be resolved, but most Tren- 
ton area DOTers were unaffected. 

The weekend of February 28 to March 2, NJ Bell 
personnel went through the same procedures. On both 
weekends, Raymond was present to monitor their work. 
This time 80% of the phone numbers had a desk audit 
by Bell personnel following the cuts. 

“Monday morning it seemed like no one in the De- 
partment had a working phone,” Raymond recalled. NJ 
Bell’s statistics say that 12% or 148 phones had a prob- 


Conference attendance requires concentration and 

energy and the hints below help you turn a working trip 

into an enjoyable venture. 

@ Choose a hotel where you can use the health club 
if you have a choice. 

© Try to arrange your travel so that you arrive the day 
before, to relieve the pressure. 

@ Dress casually during the day. 

e If you take a tape recorder, bring a tape of your 
favorite music. 

e Stretch yourself by sitting next to people you do not 
know at sessions and especially during meals. 

e@ Treat yourself to room service at least once— 

perhaps a hearty breakfast. 


Make Conferences Work For You 


airports, engineering technology, public relations, liti- 
gation, computers, freight carriers, public and private 
cooperation. 

Besides several exhibits, there will be two multi- 
media shows about transportation in New Jersey. The 
Department will present an eight-minute, six-projector 
overview of its work entitled “Keeping New Jersey Mov- 
ing.” NJ TRANSIT will also have an audio-visual show 
depicting its effect on public transit in the state. 

Attendees will be able to sign up for technical tours 
of PATCO and the Federal Aviation Administration fa- 
cilities in Pomona. 

Joseph Acerra is general chairman of the NASHTO 
committee which also includes Robert Innocenzi, pro- 
gram; Guy Lo Bue, arrangements/coordination; Nor- 
man Deitch, reservations; Edward Baker, registration; 
Dorothy Andres, transportation; Ron Bersch, finance; 
Hazel Rockhill, entertainment; Kathleen Immordino, 
family hospitality; Camille Sinclair, publicity. 


to ‘Centrex 3’ 


lem that first day. (Raymond said that he hadn't had 
time yet. to do his own count.) 

A NJ Bell representative was stationed in Records 
and Services office and kept relaying the complaints via 
a special hotline the first two days of the changeover. 
Little by little, phone lines and the correct tape message 
for callers to the old phone numbers were corrected. 

NJDOT was the only agency being “cut” on March 
3. There were 1300 state phones cut in Mercerville, 
none of which were the Department's. The Trenton of- 
fices had a “paper” cut of 18,000 phones which went 
unnoticed by most people there because the 292-ex- 
change remained constant. NJDOT was affected most 
in its Ewing Headquarters complex where 1400 phone 
numbers were changed of the 2,500 state numbers in 
service there. 

Sheree Davis, a senior clerk typist in Raymond's of- 
fice, had the job of entering the new numbers into their 
office computer for the new employee directory. They 
also assigned new phone numbers for the Depart- 
ment’s Checkpoints directory. Both of these directories 
will undergo one more revision before being distributed 
widely. 

“All in all, it went well,” Raymond said. The Depart- 
ment’s next phone challenge will occur when the equip- 
ment is chosen for the new Annex now under construc- 
tion in the Headquarters Complex. 

Employees are requested to notify Ron Raymond at 
5-2024 of any changes or problems with the telephone 
directory. 


@ When the session is over-crowded and you can't get 
into others, take time for a sightseeing break or 
phone a friend or relative who lives in the area. 


@ \f you exercise regularly, continue to do so even if 
less time is available. If you don’t exercise, register 
at a hotel near the conference hotel so you need to 
walk to the sessions. 


@ Make your home routine part of your travel routine, 
but leave the office routine at the office. Phone only 
family or friends. 


@ Carry some protein health snacks in your briefcase 
for a break-time energy boost. 
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If marked bills, undercover state police 
and illegal alcohol sound like an episode 
of “Miami Vice,” just talk to Sebastian 
Messina, Chief of the Bureau of Motor 
Carriers. 

“We had received a tip that a Philadel- 
phia-Atlantic City bus was stopping to 
pick up and discharge passengers in 
New Jersey without the proper authority 
from our Office, so one of our inspectors 
boarded the bus ‘undercover’ when it 
stopped in Cherry Hill,” Messina said. 
Vince Lobascio, a 33-year DOT veteran 
whose normal job is supervising a team 
of bus inspectors, was the “agent in 
place.” 

“The state police joined us because we 
notified them that it appeared from the 
company’s brochures that they were ser- 
ving liquor aboard the bus without 
proper authority from Alcholic Beverage 
Control,” Messina added. 

When the state police representative 
verified that the bus operators were ser- 
ving liquor without the required license, 
the bus was impounded and both the 
driver and the hostess were arrested. 
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Motor carrier inspections 


“We routinely investigate illegal bus 
operations, the provision of bus service 
in the state without authority from the 
Department,” said Rick Little, Division 
Director. 

Messina is quick to assure that the 
daily routine of the 18 staff inspectors is 
not usually as exciting. His three teams 
are charged with inspecting all buses 
in New Jersey twice each year. In ad- 
dition, they inspect vans, mini-buses 
and commercial limousines and also 
perform highway “spot-checks” with a 
particular emphasis on out-of-state 
buses. Investigation teams also in- 
spect buses while they are waiting for 
their return trip in Atlantic City parking 
lots as well as buses which have been 
involved in accidents. 

This comprehensive inspection pro- 
gram was designed to insure that all op- 
erators of common carriers traveling on 
New Jersey roads comply with existing 
safety regulations. 

The growing bus traffic to Atlantic City, 
as high as 1,500 vehicles per day, is plac- 
ing an additional burden on the small 


unit which has remained at present staff- 
ing levels since transferring to the DOT 
from the Public Utilities Commission in 
1979. The bureau is now part of the New- 
ark-based Office of Regulatory Affairs. 
Division Director Rick Little points out 
that bus volumes in Hudson, Essex and 
the traffic to and from Atlantic City is 
almost equal to what bus traffic volumes 
were state-wide prior to 1979. 
Messina and an office staff of three are 
responsible for setting specification 
standards for new vehicles, collecting 
approximately $80,000 per year in in- 
spection fees and also maintaining in- 
surance files on some 16,000 vehicles. 
The highway ‘‘spot-checks” are 
often performed at toll plazas on the 
Garden State Parkway. A state trooper 
assigned to the team directs buses 
chosen at random onto the shoulder of 
the road. Among the items included in 
the five to 10 minute inspection are 
tires, lights, air brakes, and diesel 
emissions. 
If violations are found, the bus driver 


_will be issued a citation. In the event of 


go under 
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a major violation, the bus can be im- 
pounded and the company forced to 
send a replacement vehicle to assist 
their passengers. 

On an average day, a team inspects 
approximately 25 buses on the road, de- 
spite the cold of winter or the summer’s 
heat. “It’s the way we insure that safe, 
adequate and proper bus services are 
being provided to the people of New Jer- 
sey and to those traveling into our state,” 
Lobascio said. 


Top row: (I. to r.) Trooper Joseph Ran- 
dik, Norman Kramer, Investigator; Vin- 
cent Schulze, Senior Investigator; Marco 
Calamito, Senior Investigator and Vin- 
cent Lobascio, Principal Investigator, 
Schulze and Kramer. Bottom row: Van- 
nessa Thompson, Principal Clerk Typist; 
Dave DeSena, Principal Investigator; 
Jessie Gates-White, Senior Clerk Typist; 
Sebastian Messina, Chief; Rick Little, Di- 
rector; Lobascio; Bob Haugen, Senior In- 
vestigator and Joyce Greene, Principal 
Clerk Typist. 


‘Dear 
Personne 


Q. Why are employees forced to forfeit 
rights to any promotional list they 
are on, or lose rights to be certified 
in their former division, if they take 
a job vacancy posting in another 
division? 

Why are employees not allowed to 
take promotional exams in their for- 
mer division if they are qualified? 


Jeff Erb 
Landscape Design 


A. Dear Jeff: 

Employees who accept an ap- 
pointment in another division as a 
result of a job vacancy posting for- 
feit their promotional rights in their 
previous unit in accordance with the 
rule stated in N.uLA.C. 4:1-15.5(a): 

“The rights of an employee 
who has voluntarily trans- 
ferred shall not be adverse- 
ly affected except that he 
shall not retain any rights in 
the unit from which he has 
transferred.” 


In other words, employees who 
transfer from one division to another 
retain their rights of seniority but 
may not compete in a promotional 
situation in two separate units. A 
“unit scope” is the organizational 
unit where the position for the title 
being announced exists. 

In Civil Service language, a unit is 
a major organizational subdivision 
of a department where there is a 
broad functional mission, common 
goals, coordination of work func- 
tions, and homogeneity of occupa- 
tional characteristics which are or- 
ganizationally identifiable and prac- 
ticable for promotional competitive- 
ness. 

Only employees whose actual 
work location falls within the desig- 
nated unit may file for an examina- 
tion. Therefore, when employees 
transfer from one unit scope to 
another, they forfeit their promo- 
tional rights in their former unit. 


Natalie Havran 
Director of Personnel 


If you have a question on a personnel 
issue, you may write your question on 
the form below or send a letter to “Dear 
Personnel” c/o Transporter, Room 135, 
Headquarters, Trenton. 

The Transporter staff will forward the 
question to Natalie Havran, Director of 
Personnel for response. Selections of 
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“Dear Personnel:” 


questions for use in the column will be 
based on interest and suitability for print- 
ing. Ms. Havran may choose to answer 
the employee directly. 


Please include your name and work 
location, both of which may be withheld 
upon request. 


Name 


Work Location, 


Phone 
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Audrey L. Johnson, Ph.D., assistant to 
Assistant Commissioner Crawford, was 
recently named to the Mercer County 
Commission on the Status of Women by 

The 10th annual Trenton area DOT 
Tennis Tournament will begin May 12 at 
the Pennsbury Racquet Club in Mor- 
risville, Pa. The 17-week doubles tour- 
nament will have A, B and C flights. The 
tourney will end on September 15. One 
player on each team must be a DOT em- 


Photo contest deadline is April 4 


Employees and retirees interested in 
entering the Sixth Annual DOT Photo 
Contest have until April 14 to submit 
their entries. 

Photographs may be in either color or 
black and white and fall into three 
groups: transportation, people or nature. 
A special category for 35mm slides has 
been added in Transportation and only 
for NJDOT projects. 

Only one print per category is per- 
mitted and the photographer must 
choose the category. Each entrant may 
submit up to three color slides, again 
limited to photos of NJDOT projects 
only. 

Each print entry must be an 8” x 10” 


ttach to back of photo or slide envelope 


es 
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Title: 
Work address: 
Home address: 


Title of photo: 


* 


A 
Category (circle one) People, Nature, Transportation. 
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Mercer County Executive Bill Mathesius. 
Dr. Johnson was sworn in at ceremonies 
which marked “Women’s History Week,” 
March 2 through 8. 

ployee. The cost will be approximately 
$100 per person. Those wishing further 
information should contact Jim Snyder 
at 5-2507 or Charles Miller at 5-2519. 
Matches will be scheduled on Monday 
nights except for State holidays. 


or 8” x 12”, unframed but mounted on 
matte board with a border no less than 
two inches or more than three inches 
around the print. 


Entries must be received in the Trans- 
porter offices by Monday, April 14, and 
must have the coupon below or the fol- 
lowing information affixed to the back of 
the photo or slide envelope: name, title, 
region or unit, office address and phone, 
category and title of photograph. Write 
your name on each slide mount. 


A US savings bond will be awarded as 
Grand Prize along with first prize 
certificates and honorable mentions in 
each category. 


DOT PHOTO CONTEST ENTRY BLANK 


Please print 


DOT phone no. 


Region or unit 


1 Please do not write on the front of the photo matte. 


J 
: N.J. 08625. 


y Send to: DOT Photo Contest, The Transporter, Room 135, 1035 Parkway Ave. CN 600, Trenton, 


i For more information call Gerry Guarnieri at 609-292-3564. 


RECENT RETIREES 


Joseph A. Rosso, Engineer Specialist, 
(Design), 39 years; John Stanley Jr., 
Senior Engineering Architect, Bridge De- 
sign, (Design), 39 years; Joseph C. 
Sorento, Principal Engineer, (Construc- 
tion & Maintenance), 38 years; William 
W. Stone, Foreman, (Construction & 
Maintenance), 33 years; Charles 
Bensley, Foreman, (Construction & 
Maintenance), 31 years; James De- 
marco, Maintenance Worker Il, (Con- 
struction & Maintenance), 31 years; Nor- 
man H. Brown, Principal Engineer, 
(Construction & Maintenance), 30 years; 
Gus M. Bottiglieti, Equipment Operator, 
(Construction & Maintenance), 29 years; 
Louis Mascuillo, Maintenance Worker 
ll, (Construction & Maintenance), 26 
years; James R. Nevius, Sr., Right of 
Way Negotiator, (Right of Way), 26 years; 
Armand F. Alose, Assistant Foreman, 
(Construction & Maintenance), 25 years; 
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David H. Harris, Foreman, Highway 
Maintenance, (Construction & Mainten- 
ance), 25 years; Henry Schlottenmier, 
Sign Fabrication, (Construction & Main- 
tenance), 25 years; John Michon, Chief 
Bridge Operator, (Design), 22 years; 
Frederick H. Bough, Highway Inspector, 
(Construction & Maintenance), 21 years; 
Albert Taweel, Sr. Right of Way Nego- 
tiator, (Right of Way), 17 years; Joseph 
J. Carina, Heavy Equipment Operator, 
(Construction & Maintenance), 15 years; 
Elwood S. Garretson, Truck Driver, 
(Construction & Maintenance), 15 years; 
Lionel K. Murphy, Principal Engineer, 
(Planning), 13 years; Steven Avetzuk, 
Assistant Foreman/Bridges, (Construc- 
tion & Maintenance), 11 years; Nicola G. 
Martorana, Mechanic, (Construction & 
Maintenance), 11 years; Anthony J. 
Natriello, Investigation Specialist, (Ac- 
counting & Auditing), 7 years. 


Obituaries 


Joseph Flesch, 58, research assistant 
in the Bureau of Transportation Tech- 
nology Research, died February 14. The 
12-year DOT veteran is survived by his 
mother and brother. 

His supervisor, Karl Brodtman, char- 
acterized him as having “an infectious 
positive attitude, possessing a high 
degree of common sense.” Bureau Chief 
Tom Fuca remembered him as “a dedi- 
cated and hard worker who displayed 
exceptional initiative in performing his 
assignments.” 
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Albert A. Faxon Jr., 78, who retired in 
1972 as a Supervising Engineer, Local 
Aid, died February 22. 

The World War Il veteran retired as a 
lieutenant colonel from the Army Re- 
serves and was a graduate of Drexel Uni- 
versity. 


Sixty-six 


DOTers complete 


first layer of CPM training course 


Sixty-six DOTers from a variety of of- 
fices, ranging from Construction and 
Maintenance to Accounting and Audit- 
ing, received Certified Public Manage- 
ment awards. The employees completed 
the first layer, or the first three levels of 
the program. In each level the em- 
ployees study a new subject. 

The class meets one day each week 
for five weeks, after which one level is 


completed. Assignments include 
classroom instruction, projects, and 
exams. 


Picture #1: Vincent Anepete, Traffic & Local 
Road Design; Manola Capili, Design; Rajinder 
Chawla, Design; Salim Baig, Roger A. Bod- 
man, Commissioner; Eugene McCaffrey, 
President, Civil Service; Design; Paul Bertuc- 
cini, Design; Thomas Betten, Traffic & Local 
Road Design; Robert Baker, Research & Dem- 
onstration; Domenick Bilera, Project Develop- 
ment; Thomas Batz, Research & Demon- 
stration; James Burns, Project Development. 


Picture #2: Michael Fitzpatrick, Data Pro- 
cessing; Clifford Ellis, Rail Systems; Robert 
Cunningham, Project Development; Authur 
Frank, Aeronautics; Bruce Cosaboom, De- 
sign; William Davies, Design; Henry Conroy, 
Accounting & Auditing; Angelo Ciaramella, 
Accounting & Auditing; Thomas Dowd, Const. 
& Maint.; William Feldman, Transportation 
Services. 


Picture #3: Bernard James, Const. & Maint.; 
Stanley Hochman, Central Services; James 
Lewis, Project Development; Robert Harris, 


Highway Services; Donna Hoyer, Traffic & 
Local Road Design; Donald Groffie, Design; 
Ronald Jones, Const. & Maint.; Herman Krieg, 
Const. & Maint.; Steffan Franklin, Design; 
Peter Lai, Com. Transp. Planning. 


Picture #4: Joseph Meheski, Comp. Transp. 
Planning; John Pacholek, Design; Victor Mot- 
tola, Research & Demon.; John McQuillan, 
Project Development; Georgia McGarrity, De- 
sign; George Marr, Const. & Maint.; Malcolm 
Mackenzie; Joseph Lynch, Traffic & Local 
Road; Norman Novitz, OTIS. 


Picture #5: Anthony Sabidussi, Project De- 
velopment; Gopal Rau, Data Base Generation; 
John Pezik, Const. & Maint; John Powers, Re- 
search & Maint.; Richard Rogers, Comp. 
Transp. Planning; Barbara Richebacher, Ac- 
counting & Auditing; Emil Roessler, Const. & 
Maint.; Charles Peak, Const. & Maint.; 
Amulakh Parikh, Project Development; 
Ronald Raymond; Central Services. 


Picture #6: Paul Wygovsky, Const. & Maint.; 
James Varanyak, Aeronautics; Eugene 
Young, Internal Auditing; Ross Weissman; 
Const. & Maint.; Thomas Thatcher, Policy 
Analysis. 


Missing from photos: Gerald Apoldite, OTIS; 
George Lobman, Const. & Maint; John 
Petersack, Comp. Transp. Planning; Aloston 
Purnell, Management Systems; Allan Samour, 
Project Development; Charles Shoemaker, 
Const. & Maint.; Thomas Simko, OTIS; Joy 
Stewart, State Police; John Unger, Financial 
Management; Martin Van Riper, Rail Systems; 
Louis Varga, Accounting & Auditing; Warren 
Vincentz, Const. & Maint. 
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Trolley cars, once thought to have been a transportation mode 
of the past, are now getting another look from transportation 
planners. Now termed “light rail,” new systems are being 
proposed in several locations. 


To identify this month’s “Moment in History,” please give us 
the name of the city this car served and if possible the approx- 
imate year. Please include your name, title, work unit or Division. 


Can you identify this moment in histo 
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ry? 
Send your answers to Transporter, Room 135, Headquarters, 
Trenton. 

In the January/February issue we published two photographs 
submitted by retiree Charlie Melillo, showing the 1959 excava- 
tion of Interstate Route 78 through Jugtown Mountain in Bethle- 
hem Township. 


Correct answers were received from Tom Thatcher, Office of 
Policy Analysis and Denise Hart, Principal Steno in Right of Way. 
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